MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday, March 3, 2024, 10:30 a.m.
Third Sunday in Lent
Communion Sunday

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude: "| Want Jesus to Walk With Me" (Spiritual, arr. Cindy Berry) - DeeAnn
Opening Sentences - Wendy

Hymn 382: "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" - DeeAnn et al.

Opening Prayer - Wendy

Anthem: "Ubi Caritas" (Ola Gjeilo) - Barb/DeeAnn/Choir
Translation: Where charity and love are, God is there. The love of Christ has gathered us together. Let us
rejoice and be glad in it. Let us revere and love the living God. And from a sincere heart let us love one
another. Amen.

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark
Doxology - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Gospel Reading: John 2:13-22 - DeeAnn

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here!
Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!” His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your
house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?" Jesus
answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” The Jews then said, ‘This temple has
been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the
temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Sermon: "BODIES AS TEMPLES" - Pastor Mark

Observance of Holy Communion

Hymn 193: "Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended" - DeeAnn et al.
Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response: "Let Us Now Depart in Thy Peace" - DeeAnn et al.
Let us now depart in thy peace, blessed Jesus. Send us to our homes with God's love in our hearts. Let not
the busy world claim all our loyalties. Keep us ever mindful, dear Lord, of Thee.

Greet One Another - All

Participants: Pastor Mark & DeeAnn McCormick, Barb Fuller, Wendy Kushion, Chancel Choir



COMMUNION RITUAL

CONFESSION

All: Forgiving God, we come to this table knowing that we often fall short of all that
you desire for us. Sometimes we fail both as individuals and as a community of faith.
We seek your mercy and grace, as we ask you for forgiveness and renewal, that we
may better follow you. In the name of your Son, Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Minister: We have this assurance that no matter how far we wander, or how far away we
feel from God, we never move outside the boundaries of God’s gracious love for us. We are
loved, we are forgiven, we are blessed. We celebrate open communion here at Mayflower
Church, in the tradition of our Beloved Teacher who welcomed all to the Supper, even those
who betrayed him, or ran away in fear.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister: 1t is right, and a good and joyful thing, to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath
of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You
delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through your prophets. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

THE INVITATION

Minister: \We welcome you to this table, whether you are a member of this church, another
church, or no church. All you need is faith, or a desire for faith. This is the time when we all
acknowledge our past failures, sins, and disappointments, and present ourselves to God,
who offers us love, forgiveness, and wholeness. Remember, God accepts us just where we
are and who we are at this very moment in our lives.

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

Minister: On the night when He was betrayed, as Jesus sat at supper with His disciples,
He took the bread, blessed and broke it, and said to them, “Take, eat: this is My body,
which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and blessed it, saying, “This is the cup of
the new testament in My blood: do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of Me. For
as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes again.”

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

All: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
memorial of your love, and have granted to us the presence of your Son, even Jesus
Christ our Lord, and we ask you to strengthen our faith in you and to increase our
love toward one another, through Him, our Redeemer. Amen.



GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE
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Based on Psalm 46
Martin Luther, 14831546

Trans. by Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Martin Luther, 1483-1546
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“He,” “Him,” or “His” may be replaced by “God(’s)” or “You(r).”

Text trans. © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship (Augsburg Fortress)
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GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE
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Eternal God, we sing of Your strength and power.
We recall Your faithfulness and Your promises.
We proclaim that You have been our refuge and our help,

our fortress and our shield, our helper and the One alongside us.
But we confess that sometimes, especially in trial and tragedy,

we sit stunned, shocked, immobilized, or grief stricken.

We hurt and ache, pained in our own experience,

or for others who face calamity, heartache, and violence.
Lord, we cry out to You to be our comforter, our healer, our hope.
We cry out to You to be the comforter and healer of others who suffer.
We long to feel Your arms of grace and love around us.
Lord, guide us to be those arms to one another.

And We give thanks that when all else seems lost, when darkness hovers,

Your light, Your word, Your grace, Your mercy,
Your peace, Your presence still remain;
and we put our trust in You.

In the power of the Resurrection. Amen.

Rev. Thomas H. Van Tassell



THE TRIUNE GOD

193

Johann Heermann, 1585-1647
Trans. by Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930

Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended

Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
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A - las, my trea - son, Je - sus, hath un - done Thee!
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By foes de - nd - ed, by Thine own re - ject - ed,
"Twas I, Lord Je - sus, | it was de - nied Thee;
Thy  death of an - guish and Thy bit - ter pas - sion,
Think on Thy pit - y and Thy love un - swerv - ing,
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